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ALBANY PRIMARY TELEGRAPH 
Statement by Member for Albany 

MR P.B. WATSON (Albany) [12.55 pm]:  I wish to speak today about the remarkable achievement of a group 
of students at the Albany Primary School, who produce their own online newspaper, the Albany Primary 
Telegraph.  The Albany Primary Telegraph was instigated by Greg Grey, a year 6 teacher, and Rob Daniel, a 
parent and local writer.  Their vision has enabled the students to go throughout their school to interview students 
and take photos, and then to publish the work immediately.  This allows the children to show people, including 
parents, friends and relatives overseas, interstate or in WA, what is happening at their school.  I have seen first-
hand how this concept has the children working as a team and I felt their excitement as they put the paper 
together.  It is no easy task to put the paper together.  Students must learn about editing, story writing, creative 
writing and finding solutions.  The opportunity to develop their Internet skills and build web pages is another 
asset they gain from putting together the paper.  The site has had more than 30 000 hits and feedback from 
schools as far away as Poland, Germany, the UK, and, prior to the recent conflict, Iraq.  The Albany Primary 
Telegraph is the only online newspaper in the world run by children.  It not only gives the children an 
opportunity to develop all the skills needed by staff at a conventional newspaper, but also the school a chance to 
promote itself and the Albany region.  I congratulate all those concerned on the production of the paper.  It was a 
great honour to be shown how the paper operates.  It was especially pleasing to see the pride the students have in 
their finished product. 
 


